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Debate of the Day

Animal issues make a fascinating subject for debate and inspire passionate responses from students no matter what side of the fence they come down on.  Below are a series of titles for debates along with some suggestions for topics you might touch on.

It is interesting to take a hand count at the beginning of the debate and also at the end on each issue to see if anyone has reconsidered their views in light of the discussion.  

If you would like an outside speaker to come to your school and chair your debate (and someone who can correct any misquoted facts!) the Vegan Society offers a free school speaker service.

Debates Ideas

What’s wrong with eating cats and dogs?

· We eat other animals so why not these?

· Other countries do eat dogs and skin cats for their fur and see no problem.

· Are we hypocrites to enjoy eating some animals and refusing to eat others?

· Should animal lovers be vegetarian?

· Should animal lovers be vegan?

Is milk a natural food?

· Humans are the only animals that drink the milk of another animal.

· Humans are the only animals that drink milk after they have been weaned.

· In Japan where cow’s milk is rarely drunk, breast cancer is also extremely rare and worldwide studies have linked cow’s milk to the disease.

· All milk in Europe contains somatic cells (pus).

· If we drink cow’s milk is there anything strange about choosing to drink the milk of other mammals such as dogs or badgers?

The ethics of diet: can animal lovers still eat animals?

· Why do people who love their pet animals still eat meat?

· Are they hypocrites?

· Why do people eat meat?

· In terms of ethics, what is the difference between a dog and a sheep?

· Is it possible to be selectively caring?

· Is this a matter of ignorance, apathy, greed or simply illogical human nature?

Given that a varied vegan diet benefits human health, the lives of animals and reduces our impact on the environment, shouldn’t someone encourage a change in our diets?

· Should governments spend more time and money educating people about diet choices or would they be accused of “nannying”?

· Should doctors and other medical staff spend more time teaching us about diet?

· Should we learn these issues in school as part of the national curriculum?

· Should individuals take personal responsibility for finding out about how their food was produced and which, if any, foods should be avoided?

· Should farmers and supermarkets tell us more about the impact that certain products could have on our health, how that food was produced (i.e. whether the chicken lived in a cage all her life, at what age and how she was killed etc) and what the environmental implications are for producing that type of food?

· Should we all be free to make our own decisions about food no matter the effect on our health, animal welfare and the environment?

Organic food is more expensive to buy: is it worth it?

· Organic food is produced with minimal use of pesticides, antibiotics and other chemicals.  It is often more labour and time-intensive than non-organic farming.

· Chemicals used in farming can have a negative impact on the environment.  Insects, birds and mammals all suffer from human’s over-use of chemicals.

· Chemicals leach into rivers and cause changes in aquatic life.

· Chemicals concentrate in flesh; ours and animals’.  How does that affect us?

· Meat, milk and eggs that are produced organically come from farms with higher welfare standards for animals, for example chickens will be free-range and allowed to grow at a more natural rate.

· Should we be concerned about chemicals and their effect and buy organic or should we save the pennies and ignore the risks?









