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In the Name of God

This lesson asks you to consider the religions that use animals, and whether the use of them is appropriate and in keeping with religious tenets. 

You should choose at least one religious festival, celebration or tradition which involves the killing of animals.  You should research any textual evidence for why that killing is necessary or required.  You will write a report for religious leaders entitled: Animal Sacrifice in the 21st Century and give your recommendations about whether this form of animal use is appropriate and should continue.

We tend to think that the days where humans sacrificed animals to satiate an angry God or gods are long gone.  But all around the world animals are still sacrificed for festivities to honour Gods of several religions. 

Think of the factory-farmed turkey, fed to the point where he can no longer walk or his legs break beneath his ballooning weight.  Many turkeys suffer heart attacks in the sheds as their hearts, desperately trying to pump blood around a monstrous body, fail.  At the Christmas table everyone wants breast meat and so turkeys have been bred to have large breasts.  This huge breast means that turkeys can no longer mate naturally and humans have to … err … lend a helping hand.  It also means that turkeys are off balance and this, coupled with the fact that their legs can barely hold them up, explains the turkey waddle.

These same weak legs are shackled when they reach the slaughterhouse and the frightened birds are hung upside down on a moving line.  It is fair to assume that many birds would be hung up by broken legs or that those weakened limbs would snap as the line moved towards its inevitable end: a man with a knife ready to cut the throat of a hapless bird who had wanted to live his or her life out without fear or pain, just as we all do. 

How does this picture fit with the Christian tenet of being merciful and loving?

Possible Choices

· The traditional Christmas turkey

· Eid ul-Adha/Eid el-Kebir

· The traditional Passover goose

· Halal meat

· Kosher meat

· Or find another to investigate!
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