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Organic Fantastic!

An organic cauliflower sitting on the supermarket shelf costs £1.18.  His non-organic friend sitting beside him costs 89p.  They look the same so what would make someone pick up the organic cauliflower rather than the non-organic one?

Research the subject of organic farming thoroughly.  Useful starting points are:

The Soil Association 

www.soilassociation.org
The Guardian newspaper 

www.guardian.co.uk
DEFRA



www.defra.gov.uk
The National Farmers Union
www.nfu.org.uk
You could also you the Vegan Society CD-ROM, other Internet sites and the library. 

1. The Soil Association says: “Along with chemical weapons, chemicals used in farming are the only substances that are deliberately released into the environment designed to kill living things.”
  In what ways are the two uses of chemicals similar? 

2. What differences exist between ‘organic’ food in the UK and ‘organic’ food in the US?

3. Choose one of the following chemicals and find out how and why it is used in farming, and what risks this chemical might pose to human health and the environment: aldicarb; chlormequat; trifluralin; pirimiphos-methyl; carbendazim; chlorothalonil; vinclozolin; chlorpyrifos.

4. List six differences in how chickens are raised on factory farms and organic farms in Britain.

5. List six differences in how pigs are raised on factory farms and organic farms in Britain.

6. If a dairy cow could choose whether to live on an organic farm or a non-organic one, where would she choose to live?  Why?

7. Why is there concern over the use of antibiotics on non-organic farms?  Is this concern justifiable?

8. How does the organic industry feel about the genetic modification of foods?  Are any organic foods genetically modified?

9. Is organic food more nutritious?  (Give examples)

10. How does organic farming benefit wildlife?

11. Why does organic food cost more than non-organic?

12. If you buy organic meat, what are you paying extra for?






� http://www.soilassociation.org/web/sa/saweb.nsf/getinvolved/index.html







