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Teacher’s page

Persuading, Arguing and Educating

This lesson plan aims to encourage students to research, prepare and deliver an effective talk to the rest of the class.  Working in pairs, students will choose a title from the list, noting the intention of the talk and begin their research.  You might like to split the class into threes or fours to reduce the number of talks given in the final session.  They can use the Vegan Society CD-ROM, the Internet, the library or contact organisations directly for further information about veganism. 

When they come to write their speech they will screen the information they have collected and choose the most appropriate information for their talk.  The talk is to last two minutes only and so they must choose wisely.

In order to keep attention, the students must consider pace, volume and tone of their delivery.  They should think about an effective delivery including making eye contact with the audience and how they stand or move.  They should consider using visual aids, anecdotal reports and referenced facts. 

As students deliver their talk (after preparation time, the length of which is to be designated by the teacher) the class listening must make notes as to how and where each talk fulfils its brief and where and how it fails to do so.  Using the feedback form students will mark each talk out of 10 and give brief feedback.  Speakers delivering their talk later in the session will need to be particularly sharp to retain the interest of the audience. 

Persuading, Arguing and Educating

1. Intention: To persuade

a) Animals have rights

b) The meat trade and the environment: the link.
c) Protecting animals starts with our diet.  True?

d) Is there anything wrong with wearing fur?

e) Is there anything wrong with wearing leather?

f) Is there anything wrong with wearing wool?

g) Is there anything wrong with eating honey?

h) Boycotting animal-tested toiletries has a big impact.
i) Is meat murder?

j) Mahatma Gandhi said: “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated”.  Is this true?

2. Intention: To argue 
a) Why would anyone go vegan?

b) Animals will never have rights while they are seen a property.

c) Is milk good for you?

d) Dairy farming: meadows and motherhood or murder and misery?

e) Pigs are as intelligent as dogs: should they be treated equally?

f) “If slaughterhouses were made of glass, we would all be vegetarian.”  True or false?

g) Is vegan a step too far?

h) If we don’t need meat and milk to survive, why eat them?

i) Should we care about fish?

j) Can a vegetarian wear leather?

3. Intention: To educate the audience

a) Why do vegans do it?

b) Battery farming: the reality

c) Do sheep have personalities?

d) How does what we eat affect other, poorer nations?

e) How free are free-range chickens?

f) Factory farming

g) Intensive farming as a pollutant

h) Intensive fish farming: pros and cons

i) Violence toward animals can lead to violence toward people

j) The emotional lives of farmed animals.
	Group
	Topic
	Information Selection
	Use of reports and facts
	Timing
	Pace/volume/tone of voice
	Eye contact
	Body language
	Visual aids
	General comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Use the scale 1-5 for grading (1: poor, 3: adequate, 5: excellent).
Give each group a final mark out of 10 and comment on its effectiveness.








