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The Milk of Human Blindness?

Look at the Dairy Council’s Web site www.milk.co.uk and note the terminology they use and the way they present their information. 
Look at ‘Dairy Monsters’, an article written by Anna Karpf in The Guardian on 13 December 2003 at 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/weekend/story/0,,1104740,00.html and

http://www.guardian.co.uk/weekend/story/0,,1104854,00.html
Further research may also be needed.

Now answer these questions

1. List 5 differences in opinion between the two texts.

2. How does the depiction of a cow on the Dairy Council Web site compare with what you know from reading the newspaper article?

3. The Dairy Council don’t reveal how cows produce more milk even though there are fewer of them in the UK.  Why do you think that is?

4. In the farming section of the Dairy Council’s Web site, they make no mention of the calves.  Why do you think that is?

5. Does the writer of The Guardian article agree with the Dairy Council that milk is a naturally nutritious drink?  Do you agree?

6. The Dairy Council states that milk is one of the best sources of calcium.  Why does Anna Karpf believe that milk consumption does not prevent osteoporosis (brittle bone disease)? 

7. What motivates the Dairy Council?

8. What motivates journalists like Ms Karpf?

9. As both parties have something to gain how do you rate the trustworthiness of a) The Dairy Council and b) Anna Karpf, journalist with The Guardian newspaper?

10. How important is a free press for revealing information that may not reach us in other ways?

11. If you were a dairy farmer what information, if any, would you want to see suppressed in the newspaper article?  Why?

12. To what extent do you believe information released by promotional bodies, either through Web sites or through advertising campaigns such as the “Got Milk?” campaign?

13. How does advertising shape our view of the world (with reference to the Dairy Council’s Web site)?

14. How do the media shape our view of the world (with reference to the Anna Karpf article)?








